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Long and angled (old) 
or 

Short and Straight (young) 
Young            Old  

All Baby teeth 
Yes/No 

(Baby teeth 
whiter and 

smaller) 

Cups 
Disappear in 
following order: 
lower Cen I (6 yr) 
MI (7 yr), Co I   
(8yr)  
Upper Cen I (9 
yr), MI (10 yr), 
Co I (11 yr) 

Hooks 
(on corner 
incisor) 
7 years 
11 years 

Galvayne’s 
Groove 

Start 10-11 yrs, 
½ way down 15 
yrs, all down 20 
yrs, disappear 

From top ½ 
way 25 yrs, all 

gone 30 yrs 
Shape of 
incisors: 
Flat (wide side 
to side sort of 
oval) (5-8 yrs) 
Rounder (8-12 
yrs), Triangle 
(15 yrs) 

Baby teeth 
Cen I 1st wk 
MI 4-6 wks 
CoI 6-9 mon

Permanent 
teeth in  
“full wear” 
@ 5 years 

Permanent 
Cen I 2 ½-3 yr 
MI 3 ½- 4 yrs 
Co I 4 ½ -5 yr 

Canines 
4-5 yrs 

Note: the rate @ which a 
horses teeth change depend on 
many factors: breed/genetics 
(Arab teeth look younger than 
a draft at the same age); feed: 
(hay from hay net or rack age 
teeth less than pasture kept 
horses especially sandy 
pasture); dentistry with filing 
to fix dental abnormalities; 
malocclusion; and cribbing 
can alter teeth conformation.

Less reliable signs: 
Yellow-brown 
dental stars appear 
between ages 8 and 
10 start out as dark 
lines in the center of 
the tooth, then 
change to more star-
like ovals at about 
age 13, and finally 
become round at 
about age 15. 

Permanent 
Teeth 

Yes      No 

 


